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to the House and that it will be most heartily and enthusiastically
acclaimed.
I now turn from Cyrenaica and Abyssinia to the formidable
struggle which has followed the German invasion of the Balkan
Peninsula, with all its attendant savagery and science. For some
months past we have witnessed and watched with growing concern
the German absorption of Hungary, the occupation of Rumania, and
the seduction and occupation of Bulgaria. Step by step we have
seen this movement of the German military power to the South and
South-East of Europe. A remorseless accumulation of German
armoured and motorized divisions, and of aircraft, has been in
progress in all these three countries for months, and at length we
find that the Greeks and the Southern Slavs, nations and States
which never wished to take part in the war and neither of which was
capable of doing the slightest injury to Germany, must now fight
to the death for their freedom and for the lands of their fathers.
Until Greece was treacherously and suddenly invaded in Novem-
ber last at the behest of the base Italian dictator, she had observed
a meticulous neutrality. It may be that the sentiments of her
people, like those of all free and honourable men in every country,
were on our side, but nothing could have been more correct than the
behaviour of her Government in diplomatic conduct and relations.
We had no contacts or engagements of a military character with
the Greek Government. Although there were islands like Crete,
of the highest consequence to us, and although we had given Greece
our guarantee against aggression, we abstained from the slightest
intrusion upon her. It was only when she appealed to us for aid
against the Italian invader that we gave whatever support was
possible in the air and in the matter of supplies.
All this time the Germans continued to lavish friendly assurances
upon Greece and to toy with the idea of a commercial treaty.
German high officials, both in Athens and Berlin, expressed their
disapproval of the Italian invasion and offered their sympathy to
Greece. Meanwhile, since the beginning of December the move-
ments of German forces through Hungary and Rumania towards
Bulgaria became apparent to all. More than two months ago, by
the traitorous connivance of the Bulgarian King and Government,
advance parties of the German Air Force, in plain clothes, were
gradually admitted to Bulgaria and took possession of the Bulgarian
airfields. Many thousands of German airmen, soldiers and political
police had already percolated into Bulgaria and were ensconced in
key positions before the actual announcement of the accession of
Bulgaria to the Axis was made. German troops then began to
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